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REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The present application is assigned to International Business Machines Corporation, the 
real party of interest. 

RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 
No related appeal is presently pending. 

STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-7 and 24-37, which were finally rejected by the Bxaminer as noted in the Final 
Office Action dated November 1> 2004 and in the Advisory Action daled December 29, 2004, 
axe being appealed. 

STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

An Amendment aftet Final was submitted on December 29, 2004 in response to the Final 
Office Action dated November 1, 2004. 

SUMMARY OF THE CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

As recited in Claim 1 (and similarly in Claims 24 and 31), a first memory location is 
allocated for storing contents to be displayed by a first display device (page 1 1, lines 21-23; block 
406 of Figure 4). The first memory location is accessible by a video display controller (page 9, 
lines 10-19)* In addition, a second memory location is allocated for storing contents to be 
displayed by a second display device (page 12, lines 17-20; block 418 of Figure 4). Similarly, 
the second memory location is accessible by the video display controller (page 9, lines 10-19). 

In response to a selection of a concurrent display mode, identical information are provided 
to the first and second memory locations, such that contents displayed on the first display device 
axe identical to contents displayed on the second display device (page 12, lines 2-7; block 414 
of Figure 4)* In response to a selection of a split display mode, infonnation in the first memory 
location are retained, and infonnation in the second memory location are updated, such that 

APPEAL BRIEF Page 3 KPOl OOOOS.BflF 



PAGE 6/16*RCVD AT 1110120054:57:12 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR.USPTO-EFXRF-1/7 ' DNIS:8729306* CSD:5123436446 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-06 



JAN/1 0/2005/MON 03:49 PM DILLON & YUDELL, LLP FAX No, 5123436446 



P. 007 



contents displayed on the first display device are different from contents displayed on the second 
display device (page 12, lines 15-22; block 422 of Figure 4). 

GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 
The Examiner's refection of Claims 1-2, 4, 6-7, 24-25, 27, 29-32, 34 and 36-37 under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wicker et al (US 5,977,933) in view oiSinghal et 
al (US 5,488,385), 

ARGUMENT 

The Examiner's rejections of Claims 1-2, 4, 6-7, 24-25, 27, 29-32, 34 and 36-37 are not 
well-founded and should be reversed. 

L The claimed invention uses a single video display controller while Wicker uses two video 

display controllers 

Claim 1 (and similarly Claims 24 and 31) recites a step of "allocating a first memory 
location for storing contents to be displayed by said first display device, wherein said first 
memory location is accessible by a video display controller" and a step of "allocating a second 
memory location for storing contents to be displayed by said second display device, wherein said 
second memory location is accessible by said video display controller," Thus, according to Claim 
1, only a single video display controller is utilized to control two memory locations. 

In contrast, Wicker teaches a first display controller connected to a single video memory 
for driving a cathode ray tube (CRT) or a television display via a digital-to-analog converter (col. 
8, line 65 -col. 9, line 4) and a second display controller connected to the same video memory 
for driving a flat panel display via a flat panel display interface (col. 9, lines 5-11). Thus, 
according to Wicker, two video display controllers are utilized to control one single video 
memory for driving the CRT or television display and the flat panel display (col. 9, lines 11-14). 

Hence, the claimed single video display controller configuration for simultaneously 
controlling two memory locations is distinguishable from Wicker's two display controller 
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configuratioiL Because the claimed invention recites novel features that are not taught or 
suggested in the cited references* whether considered separately or in combination, the § 103 
rejection is improper. 

IL Neither Wicker nor Singhal teaches or suggests the claimed step of providing identical 
information to said first and second memory locations 

Claim 1 (and similarly Claims 24 and 31) recites a step of "in response to a selection of 
a concurrent display mode, providing identical information to said first and second memory 
locations, such that contents displayed on said first display device are identical to contents 
displayed on said second display device," 

On page 3 of the Final Office Action, the Examiner states that Wicker does not disclose 
identical information being provided to a first and second memory locations as recited in Claim 
1. However, the Examiner then asserts that Singhal discloses "in response to a selection of a 
concurrent display mode, retaining information in said first memory location (24) and an inherent 
updating information in said second memory location (24')." The Examiner then concludes that 
it would have been obvious to "implement the first and the second memory locations of the first 
and second display as taught by Singhal et al. into the system of Wicher et al. because this would 
[sic] for providing the display subsystem function completely independent of one another." 

The Examiner* s reasoning and conclusion for combining the teachings of Wicher and 
Singhal are unclear to Appellants. After a careful survey of the teachings of Singkal^ specifically 
the description related to Figure 1 beginning from col. 4, line 3 to col. 5, line 17, it is clear that 
Singhal does not teach or suggest that identical information being provided to a first and second 
memory locations. Thus, the Examiner still has not provide any support from Singhal that 
Singhal teaches or suggests the claimed step of "in response to a selection of a concurrent display 
mode, providing identical information to said first and second memoty locations, such that 
contents displayed on said first display device are identical to contents displayed on said second 
display device." Because the claimed invention recites novel features that are not taught or 
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suggested id. the cited references, whether considered separately or in combination, the § 103 
rejection is improper. 
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CONCLUSION 

For the reasons stated above, Appellants believe that the claimed invention clearly is 
patentably distinct over the cited references and that the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103 are not 
well-founded. Hence, Appellants respectfully urge the Board to reverse the Examiner's rejection. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Antony P. Ng 
Registration No. 43,427 

Dillon & Yudell, LLP 

8911 N. Cap. of Texas Hwy., suite 2110 

Austin, Texas 78759 

(512) 343-6116 

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANTS 
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1 . A method for providing display control on a computer system having a first display device 
and a second display device, said method comprising: 

allocating a first memory location for storing contents to be displayed by said first 
display device, wherein said first memory location is accessible by a video display 
controller; 



allocating a second memory location for storing contents to be displayed by said 
second display device, wherein said second memory location is accessible by said video 
display controller; 

in response to a selection of a concurrent display mode, providing identical 
information to said first and second memory locations, such that contents displayed on 
said first display device are identical to contents displayed on said second display device; 
and 

in response to a selection of a split display mode, retaining information in said first 
memory location and updating information in said second memory location, such that 
contents displayed on said first display device are different from contents displayed on 
said second display device. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said providing identical information further includes 
providing information from a frame buffer to said first and second memory locations. 
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3. The method of claim 2, wherein said updating information further includes 

allocating a second frame buffer, and 

providing infomiation from said second frame buffer to said second memory 
location while providing information from said frame buffer to said first memory location. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said providing identical information further includes 
setting a pointer pointing from a frame buffer to said first and second memory locations. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein said updating information further includes 

allocating a second frame buffer; and 

setting a second pointer pointing from said second frame buffer to said second 
memory location and setting said pointer pointing from said frame buffer to said first 
memory location* 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said first display device is external from said computer 
system and said second display device is internal to said computer system. 

7> The method of claim 1, wherein said selection between said concurrent display mode and 
said split display mode are made via a soft key function. 

8-23. cancelled. 
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24. A computer program product for providing display control on a computer system having 
a first display device and a second display device* said computer program product comprising: 

program code means for allocating a first memory location for storing contents to 
be displayed by said first display device, wherein said first memory location is accessible 
by a video display controller; 

program code means for allocating a second memory location for storing contents 
to be displayed by said second display device, wherein said second memory location is 
accessible by said video display controller; 

program code means for providing identical information to said first and second 
memory locations, in response to a selection of a concurrent display mode, such that 
contents displayed on said fkst display device are identical to contents displayed on said 
second display device; and 

program code means for retaining infoimation in said first memory location and 
updating information in said second memory location, in response to a selection of a split 
display mode, such that contents displayed on said first display device are different from 
contents displayed on said second display device. 

25. The computer program product of claim 24, wherein said program code means for 
providing identical infoimation further includes program code means for providing information 
from a frame buffer to said first and second memory locations. 
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26. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein said program code means for 
updating information further includes 

program code means for allocating a second frame buffer; and 

program code means for providing information from said second frame buffer to 
said second memory location while providing information from said frame buffer to said 
first memory location. 

27. The computer program product of claim 24, wherein said program code means for 
providing identical information further includes program code means for setting a pointer pointing 
from a frame buffer to said first and second memory locations. 

28. The computer program product of claim 27, wherein said program code means for 
updating information further includes 

program code means for allocating a second frame buffer; and 

program code means for setting a second pointer pointing from said second frame 
buffer to said second memory location and setting said pointer pointing from said frame 
buffer to said first memory location. 

29. The computer program product of claim 24, wherein said first display device is external 
from said computer system and $aid second display device is internal to said computer system. 

30. The computer program product of claim 24, wherein said selections between said 
concurrent display mode and said split display mode are made via a soft key function. 
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3 J. An apparatus for providing display control on a computed: system having a first display 
device and a second display device, said apparatus comprising: 

means for allocating a first memory location for storing contents to be displayed 
by said first display device, wherein said first memory location is accessible by a video 
display controller; 

means for allocating a second memory location for storing contents to be displayed 
by said second display device, wherein said second memory location is accessible by said 
video display controller; 

means for providing identical information to said first and second memory 
locations, in response to a selection of a concurrent display mode, such that contents 
displayed on said first display device are identical to contents displayed on said second 
display device; and 

means for retaining information in said first memory location and updating 
information in said second memory location, in response to a selection of a split display 
mode, such that contents displayed on said first display device are different from contents 
displayed on said second display device. 

32* The apparatus of claim 3 1 , wherein said means for providing identical information further 
includes means for providing information from a frame buffer to said first and second memory 
locations. 
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33. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein said means for updating information further includes 

means for allocating a second frame buffer; and 

means for providing information from said second frame buffer to said second 
memory location while providing information from said frame buffer to said first memory 
location. 

34. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein said means for providing identical information further 
includes means for setting a pointer pointing from a frame buffer to said first and second memory 
locations. 

35* The apparatus of claim 34, wherein said means for updating information further includes 
means for allocating a second frame buffer; and 

means for setting a second pointer pointing from said second frame buffer to said 
second memory location and setting said pointer pointing from said frame buffer to said 
first memory location. 

36. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein said first display device is external from said 
computer system and said second display device is internal to said computer system. 

37. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein said selections between said concurrent display mode 
and said split display mode are made via a soft key function. 
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